Inscape House School
Schools Hill, Cheadle, Cheshire, SK8 1JE
0161 283 4750
inscape.admin@togethertrust.org.uk

Our Vision
Together we learn, grow and succeed. Together we conquer barriers and surpass
expectations.

Our Mission
Together we provide opportunities to promote independence and teach life-changing
skills; we engage, we support and we motivate to equip our unique young people to
face life’s challenges.

Overall Purpose
Inscape House School is a non-maintained special school for children whose
primary need is autism. At Inscape House School, we break down barriers to
learning for children with autism. Based in Cheadle, we support young people from
Year 1 to Year 14.
At Inscape House it’s our vision to provide a learning environment that places our
young people at the heart of everything we do, where they feel valued and can
thrive. Our mission is to champion their rights, needs and ambitions. We support
young people to reach their full potential, by understanding that they have a distinct
way of thinking and perceiving the world. Our creative approach allows us to inspire
and engage students in activities that are suited to their individual needs and
personalities, because we can personalise our provision to meet the unique needs of
each learner.
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Remote education provision: information for
parents
This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents
or carers about what to expect from remote education where national or local
restrictions require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.
For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the
final section of this page.

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home
A student’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our
standard approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer
period of remote teaching.

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in
the first day or two of pupils being sent home?
This will depend on your child and the technology you have in the home that supports
on-line learning. If you have the technology and your child is confident using it,
remote learning may start.
Some children will not be able to access any online learning but they may like to see
a familiar face from school using Microsoft Teams video call. Ideas for learning
activities can be emailed to Parents/Carers and paper copies and resources can also
be sent home.
Parents/Carers will be contacted using a simple online form to ascertain the most
appropriate way for school to support home education. We recognise there are many
challenges, such as siblings sharing equipment, so we will work with you to see what
difficulties can be overcome and the extent of the curriculum that can be included in
their home learning offer.
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Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be
taught broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in
school?
•

We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible
and appropriate. However, we have needed to make some adaptations in some
subjects. For example, those activities that can only take place within the
community such as travel training or leisure activities and those that can only take
place within external settings i.e., practical College based activities/training may
need to be adapted or replaced for the duration of home learning.

•

For some students, we teach a different curriculum remotely to that which we
teach in school. For example, daily living activities may be the focus in the home
for learners that follow a curriculum with a greater emphasis on the development
of life skills.

Remote teaching and study time each day
How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each
day?
We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work)
will take pupils broadly the following number of hours each day:
KS1 and 2

2-3 hours per day depending on the
ability and needs of the student.

KS3/4/5

3-5 hours per day depending on the
ability and needs of the student.
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Accessing remote education
How will my child access any online remote education you are
providing?
We use Microsoft Teams as our on-line learning platform. Through this, students may
have access to on-line resources to support teaching.
We also may use our school secure YouTube channel to share videos of therapy
sessions and teaching.
All students have a school email address to access Office 365
Some students may be provided with devices with specific programmes or software.

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will
you support them to access remote education?
We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We
take the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education:
•

We have spoken to all parents and carers and used a questionnaire to check
what ICT equipment you have at home that your child can use.

•

Where the need for a laptop has been identified we have provided this on loan.

•

We can provide a dongle to access the internet if required.

•

For pupils who work better using real resources and paper work packs we will
deliver resources and work packs your home regularly.

•

If you have any further requests please discuss with school staff through email
or telephone conversation.
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How will my child be taught remotely?
We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely:

•

Set at least 4 lessons per day that the student would have been following in
school

•

Deliver live teaching for some students (online lessons)

•

Set assignments and learning materials on MS Teams

•

Teachers and staff will be available to answer queries via MS Teams or email

•

Pre-recorded teaching sessions (e.g. Oak National Academy lessons, video/audio
recordings made by teachers)

•

Printed paper packs produced by teachers

•

Send textbooks and reading books home

Engagement and feedback
What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the
support that we as parents and carers should provide at home?
•

Our students frequently find completing schoolwork at home difficult because their
theory of mind prevents them from accepting it (i.e. school work and learning is for
school and family is for home). We do not want remote learning to cause anxiety
or confrontation within the home, so we would work closely with parents/carers to
find a way to help you.

•

We expect there to be a parent/carer present during remote learning and that
parents support regular communication with school staff.

•

School will provide work and activities for at least four lessons a day.

•

Where face to face teaching is part of the timetable, we expect parents to ensure
their child is punctual and ready to learn (dressed, fed, alert).

•

When learning is not live, families can organise the child’s daily routine in the best
way to suit the family.
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How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work
and how will I be informed if there are concerns?
•

For pupils accessing online learning via MS Teams we will monitor this daily and
will support via online chat facility.

•

For pupils using work packs we will collect the previous weeks work pack when we
deliver your new pack. Please hand this to staff.

•

We will discuss your child’s engagement in our weekly welfare calls and you can
call your child’s teacher at school for support during the school day.

•

We monitor pupil engagement and make a record of this.

•

Where we identify that pupils are not engaging fully we will ring you to discuss to
look at how we can support.

How will you assess my child’s work and progress?
Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written
comments for individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes
marked automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective methods,
amongst many others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows:
•

We are able to monitor work set on MS Teams and comment on this. We will mark
this and send feedback

•

We will mark work packs when they are returned and will provide feedback in the
next work pack. We will phone you should we wish to discuss this further.

Additional support for pupils with particular needs
How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional
support from adults at home to access remote education?
We recognise that all our pupils have additional needs. Some may not be able to
access remote education without support from adults at home. We acknowledge the
difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents and carers to
support those pupils in the following ways:
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•

We can provide resources for your child to support their self-regulation.

•

We can maintain a reduced Speech & Language Therapy, Occupational
Therapy and Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) offer (Parents/carers will
receive information regarding the therapy available).

•

We can make adjustments to the curriculum to better suit your child’s style of
learning.

•

We can change the frequency and methods of communication to support
families to manage remote learning.

Remote education for self-isolating pupils
Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group
remains in school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the
approach for whole groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at
home and in school.

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will
their remote education differ from the approaches described
above?
•

If your child is self-isolating and they are well they should access remote learning
as set out above.

•

If your child is unwell please inform us so we can mark the register accordingly.

•

Where your child is the only one to be self-isolating, the class teacher will contact
parents to agree the work that will be provided, when it is provided and how it will
be assessed and returned to school. In all circumstances, it is through close
working with home that we can together achieve the best outcomes for young
people under very challenging circumstances.

